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ASA - 2

thou hast cone foolishly; therefore henceforth thou shalt have wars.! An¢ Asa was
wroth with the seer and ~ut him in the mrison-house: for he was in a rage with him
because of this thins. And Asa oporessed some of the neonle at the same time. Ang
beholé +the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they aré written in the boox of the kings
of Juéah and Israel. Ard Asa in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, was diseased in
his feet until his disease was exceeding great. Yet in his disease he sought not to
the Lord but to the ph;sicians. Ané Asa slept with his fathers and died in the
forty-first vear of his reign. Ancé they buried him in his ovn sevpulchres which he
had made for himself in the city of Da¥id, and laid him in the bed which was filled
with sweet oders andé cdivers kinds of snices rrewmared by the avothecary's art and they
made a very great burning for him." What a tragedy is this 1life of Asa. "They made

a very sreat dburning for him". You can well imagine his funeral and all the veovle

gathering around and the great ceremony and the eulogy of Xing Asa. And T am sure they

tolé of all the great thinzs that Asa had done. And they »ointed out how he had led
in driving bYack the Ethioniaas, ¢riving back this terrific attack BX against them, and
how he had led in takins avay the stones and the timber from Ramah and nutting an end
to this menace right north of them. T imagine they said very little about his league
with Ben-hadad. And vrobably they wassed cver these latter years of his life without
saying much abeut it, and dwelled on the great deeds of his early fdays. There wvas a
very great burning for him. Well I am sure in the hearts of many of the veople there
was sadness to see this gfeat man, this good man, this man who had accomnlished so
much, and how his life hac degenerated so greatly - and why did it cegenerate? I
think the evidence is very clear in the nassage. 1In the early life of Asa he trusted
in the Lord. He looked to the Lord for helv in the face of almost imoossible siﬁu—
ations an¢ the Lord gave him helw. In the latter days he looked to earthly means for
helo. He locked to this league with this wicked Zings of Syria and then we find a

note ‘u=t touched on at the verr end - in his sickness, his désease was exceeding

great, yet in his diseasehe sought not to the Lord but to the ohysicians. He lost

his courage toward the =nd of his life. His faith cegenerated. .He was putting his
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