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the waters be filled with great whales and all sorts of fish -
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Sas—Pet the waters bring forthA m MWMM%&

q,
not say)&et the earth be covered with tigemps, elephants,
u 24/'-« - 4
Jet the earth bring forthyg 1 of fthese

# a long process, rather than an immediate in-
stantaneous establishment of a completed situation. God certainly could
have caused everythin@;A!s‘l'rart.---lﬂra-p--pe+reel—-i.-n--G-omre&és,S dwbm in Genesis 1X
to happen in one instant if he chose. He would not)\six days of zi/

hou‘zes Onthe other hand} e could spread it over as long a period as he
M&s It is entirely up to Him. %he account of the third day

shows the trees and plants beginning to growfndA growing up out of the
/

earth, until the earth was covered with them.@God could have -eﬂmd,oﬂf
He chose,ﬁsg’eed p the process so that ag 'ﬁvould grow as much in
24 hours as 1t normally does in a hundred years. For that mat’cer) ﬂe

N
could make it grow 48 much in 5 minutes as,a hundred years, if Me chose.
BT A /
But there is nothing in the passege to suggest that things were done in
a manner so differeht Wfrouﬂtha usual situation’/q. The natural

interpretation of the passage 1s a process which might easily have con-

- sumed thousands or millions of years.

Thus the usage in the account of the third, fifth and sixth days,
suggests very strongly that these were long periods, rathef than that ~
they were periods of only 24 hours.

We notice ’r:hatx/ in the course gf_‘ tl}ese dayg)( there are very clear

evidences of/\shaz'p) sudden changes, defiynite ):g-:hile- divine interventions
1r*the course of events. This is noticeable in many places) butﬁmostﬂpw&“/

sertrhag amnection with the, creation of man. Here God made something

that was differenm‘vthing that had existed before.

Patterns of some similarity might have been used)but a defiptFe distinct

mw -,
divine act 1is dem‘cribedj and mbecomes animatelarter hetlom3 -
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