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Th I don't quite like the way I worded the question, 1s it figurative?

Vuzcainot interpret a whole section as flgurative To do so would be to
reduce it to nonsense. Figures of speech are scattered here and there
throughout the Bible as throughout all 1iterature./43 a rulen dd to our
understand ing rather than to defract from it. When we sag the man was

a lion in the fight no one thinks
that we mean that he chewed the enemy with his teeth or clawed them with

his fingernails. It is obvious to everyone t:ha‘c’%means’s e fought

with avery, with tenacity, with courage. It is Just as clear as
% language could possibly/make it v--ﬁh fact, earer.
Figefeslo sDeech @0 not necessarily bring obscurity. Used sparingly
thesgﬂ clarity : MM W |

It is always possible 1n a passage of 802%d§E§e to raise the

dl
figurative or literal.

question whether certain eXpressions are mea
Each such question must be‘;ﬂidiHEd n its merits. A ere is very little
in theae‘chapters-whgﬁ weeédegpt ralse the question as to whether figura-
tige language ig involved. The passage is about‘as factba ¢ nd as
liter ﬂ’as any section to be found anywhere,bhgg;gh the 4&22%%%$e

4. We must realize the difference between source of information and
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The question where Moses got the information he included in these

i

chapters 1s an interesting one. Some would hold that God gaee him a
vision and that he describes what he saw in this vision. Others would
believe that the v came .t Abraham or perhaps even %o Adam)and

its content was passedEI t is not particularly important
to our doctrine of inSpiration’when the knowled@lge was receivee)or how

it was received. The important thing is that Mhees wrote the book of

Genesls under the inspiration of the Holy SpiriB who was keeping him

from error. If Moses had erroneous ideas in his mind, the Spirit kept
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