http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm

ant

In cheir early staces many lzpguages formed their plursl plurzls  in varicus

%IQQQE. As timz goes on the languages become simplified and one msthod teade to

takes to bscome universal except in the case In instances of very
‘ : . words "'ox".and "cow"
common words in which an old form 1s retained. Thus in cld English the word "cow"

"

formed its plural their plura;s:_ by becomine oxen and kige '"osazn" and "kige."
As English bzcamz simplified most words tended
except such commen werds &s man, womzn  tend to adept the most cocmmon type

of plural form, and mostEnglish words (nc)

whe are oow form cheir plural by adding '"s" or "es'. In the case of "ox=n' this

tendency was hinderad by the fect that the singular form of the word zlready

morr

ends in 2n "s" sound. In the case of "oxen" the old ending hes been rstained. In

"

the cese of "cows cow" t¢he old form "kine," which occurred more tharn twenty 20

timestimss %xk in the King James Version @t 01d Testamznt has bscoms-EOmpletsly

axe archaic and 1s replaczd by (nc) the normal form " wdwxf pew form "'cows."
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