
pause to look at the matter of the poltorchs in Thessolonica, and this we discuss nów.
/ -

and. then we go an to a conclusion.




Conclusion.

We have noticed. that the Bible no longer ttands lOii o a it did, formerly. The Old.

Testament is one of many sources throwing light on the iiiacry and culture o ancient

times. As to the reality of the tiorlci to which it refers ashistoriorl background., there

can be now no doubt. Then the cuet3tion of the verasimilitutie of the references, we note

that there are many oihte at which the reconstruction of history and culture as provided

by the excavations and. archaeoloay and that provided. b the Old. Testament coincides.. Na

turally, there are lDothtu in both of thorn where the history nii culture is obscure, and.

consequently, problems remain, (// but very few proUrns which are vital as far as-the
or -

accuracy 4 nthantiity of the Bible in concerned.. have noticed. that the general

framework of ancient history as archaeolgoy' has clarified, it, makes it far easier to

understand many portions of the Old. Testament, anti the light thrown in detail upon many

of it statements is extremely helpful., 7hen the -Pas Shamra material has been t.rther

tudiod and. dOOlOP9tiG it will be a prime source for orinet tucients to use in oxrlaining

the rnoanin o:Z mny words anti p sages of the MIA(,, which re flO\1 to some extent obsnure.

It will, of course, have to ha used witi caution becuie there is danger of oqu3eing in

terpretation which are unfounded. The mattor,of derivation, the thtH reaon which Arch

aolo is of tremendous Importance for the Bible 3tud.ont, vie can safely say that there is

no proof that any of the primary stories of ti-if) cio'lin with matters nrovious to

historic times or that any of its outstnnd,ing doctrines are sicily triton over Srom heathen

nations. There is no reason not to accept the word. of t.o Bible that these were given

by re*elation of God. The culture of the poonie was to a large extent erIved from the

nations round about them. The material aspeote of their civilization came from this

source, but that which mtkes the Bible a great 1)00k was not oOmathing which was derived

from heathen nations, but something which came from God. Timsolf.
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