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of the sin of tha nation as a2 whole anc realize that the exile is deserved. KHe
addresses to them messages which have a real meaning for them, but which have a
perhaps even greater meaning to tre neople in exile who read the message later on.
mTen When yon get to 56:9 here you reverse to a eeneral attitude which we aaw
typical in the earlier chepters of Isaiah--talking to tl'e nation as a whole and then
talking tosé;g. Now we have nothins to incicate whether from 56:9 on “e is talhhg.
in the reign of Uzziah, of Araz, of Hezikish, or of ﬁﬁngsé%h. When this was given
we don't know. We have nc indication. We have the fact that he dces spegk to the
ngtion as a whole in this stroneg form of rebuke womnld snggest that perhazps it was
rarlier than the chapters from 40 to 56. We aon't know. bﬂJq&f"

The arrangement of the boock of Iskbéhh we know nothing aﬁout. We Fave
adscIntely no evidence as to how it w=s arranged and who arranged it. Wrether it
was meesages that Isaiah mxxmx®x wrote down as he gave them one after the other or
whether Isaish hae given a great many messages and from them he made a collection
and one made a selection, arranged them in the order trat e thought wzs =2 rcasohable
order, or just row the book was arranged we have -bsolutely no evidence. In the
cage of Teremigh we can make a very good conjecture as toc how it was done. xkmxmc
becanse in Jeremish we find a certain general structure o dealing with dertain
topics in mxadax chronological order and then we find other messages inserted which
are dated twenty vears later but which deal with similar subjects. So it is quite
evident that Jeremial mmym arranged his messages in the order in which he gave them
for 2 Gertain length of time. Then later on when he gave a similar messace, he
eimply put them in efter the other messaze of similar type, either he did it or some
otrer man. It is very clear that Jeremiah is not simply a presentation of Jeremiah's
messages right straight throush 1in order as ziven. He will give a messagd in the
reign of Zed€kiah. Then he will give a message in the fourthpmsh yesr of 3/-2
That would be trn years earlier. So in Jeremiat mmx we kncw that they are not

arranged chronologically although in general they are ¢ ronological. In Isaiah they

seem to be in general to be chronological. It is generally assumed zmong interpreters
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