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overturning some of their false but cherished paradigms.

Conclusions

In this brief survey of the parables of Jesus, it appears that most of the
parables are designed to alter the perspective of Jesus' listeners. Only a few
appear to be purely illustrative. A few others seem to be designed as antidotes to
future problems or, equivalently, to alter the perspective principally of future
readers. The existence of this last category should not be unexpected for those
who believe in the God of the Bible, who knows the end from the beginning.

Jesus accomplishes this alteration of perspective by grasping our attention
through vividness, involvement, surprise and mystery; by showing up our own
perspectives as false and foolish; and by presenting the true perspectives in a
memorable way.

Since Jesus first spoke these parables, nearly two thousand years have
passed. Our culture today is largely industrial rather than agricultural, and far
more specialized and (we suppose) sophisticated. Yet his parables have not lost
their power to expose our own pretensions as being as insubstantial as the
Emperor's new clothes.
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