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notions and progressively revealed the truth despite the nation's temptation to
syncretize. Although the Old Testament was in one sense a product of its time,
its own claim to be the product of the Holy Spirit of God is enhanced by its just
reaction to the practices and beliefs of the surrounding cults. At the same time,
the prophets were not literary iconoclasts. They did not change idiom deeply
rooted in Canaanite polytheistic culture but used it to enrich their unique view of
God and accepted those vestiges of the truth remaining in the false religions. As
a result it is easy to make a superficial case for the evolution of Hebrew religion
from pagan roots, but those who do consistently violate the primary rule for
correct interpretation: contextualization.
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